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London, under the protection of some foreign ministers, in
whose families he used, upon occasion, to exercise his
function of a priest. After the battle of Blenheim, this
gentleman went down to Nottingham, where several French
prisoners of quality were kept, to whom he rendered those
offices of civility suitable to persons in their condition,
which, upon their return to France, they reported to his
advantage. Among the rest, the Chevalier de Croissy told
his brother, the Marquis de Torcy, that whenever the
French court would have a mind to make overtures of peace
with England, Mons. Gaultier might be very usefully em-
ployed in handing them to the ministers here. This was no
farther thought on at present. In the mean time the war
went on, and the conferences at The Hague and Gertruyden-
berg miscarried, by the allies insisting upon such demands
as they neither expected, nor perhaps desired, should be
granted.

Some time in July, one thousand seven hundred and ten,
Mons. Gaultier received a letter from the Marquis de
Torcy, signifying, that a report being spread of Her
Majesty's intentions to change her ministry, to take Mr.
Harley into her councils, and to dissolve her Parliament,
the Most Christian King thought it might be now a favour-
able conjuncture to offer new proposals of a treaty : Mons.
Gaultier was therefore directed to apply himself, in the
Marquis's name, either to the Duke of Shrewsbury, the Earl
of Jersey, or Mr. Harley, and inform the French court how
such a proposition would be relished. Gaultier chose to
deliver his message to the second of those, who had been
ambassador from the late king to France; but the Earl ex-
cused himself from entering into particulars with a stranger,
and a private person, who had no authority for what he
said, more than a letter from Mons. de Torcy. Gaultier
offered to procure another from that minister to the Earl
himself; and did so, in a month after : but obtained no
answer till December following, when the Queen had made
all necessary changes, and summoned a free Parliament to
her wishes. About the beginning of January, the abbe
(after having procured his dismission from Count Gallas,
the emperor's envoy, at that time his protector) was sent to
Paris, to inform Mons. Torcy, that Her Majesty would be